04, 20.5 2 


ADpMIAL KNOWLES 


TH E LAT E E x PEDI T TON 2 =» 


. 
. 
2 4 ' | 
” 
* F3 * 
1 2 At 2 : | 
pr 
N | | I 
* 
34 / ' — _ REA A 


” 


* 


8 — —— — ³(nÄr ye c 


ON 


TT ͤ — — 3, 


5 


5 - ** 2 , : 
N F ; © 9 
F n | 4 ; > 


Set in a True Light, f =, 


Magna eſt Veritas, et prevalebit. 


8 1 8 * 
1 woe 8 —_ 2 
* * * — „ * 
\ - 1 2 1 
— 21 
* ” 
; - 
* 
op 
os 
* 
— 
* .* 
o 1 
* * 
— 3 * 
5 
8 
* 
— 
- 
0 
— 


Printed for J. CLarke, at the Royal Fauharge! F 
MILLAn, in the Strand; and R. and J. DopsLEY T SS 
in Pall Mall 5 N = 


; : F ; | 5 7 
. Hs 1 IP . * , 
o 


LOND ON: £6 5 


5 DCC LVIHI. V | 


* 2 
; | on : 7 - 
* #: . | 


ion, read ocular I 


inion. 


mat 


10h. 


monſtrati 


port, read Op 
P. 22. 1. 5. after informed, add, of it. 


ular Denom 


CERA TA 


P. 5. I. 10. for Re 
P. 12. Il. $. for OC 


$7 


fs N N . a 4 
TY 4 
* 2 . k 
Pos 4 1 * 0 ; 
_ ; | 
1 
4 #2030 J 
g AN 
# * >: 


them. 


ONSIDERING the ſubordinate Station | 
in which I ſerved on the late Expedition 
to the Coaſt of France, I little thought it 


C 


would be in the Power of the moſt inveterate Ma- 


lice to lay any Part of its Failure upon me. But I 
have found myſelf deceived. To take Notice of 


all the anonymous Pamphlets publiſhed on this Oc- 
caſion, would be endleſs; and almoſt all agree in 


the ſame falſe Accuſation, But there are two Pieces 
which ſeem to be principally regarded by the Pu- 
blic ; and to theſe, as far as they have made me a 
Party, I will givean Anſwer. For I muſt own I 


am not ſo inſenſible to honeſt Fame, as to be proof 


againſt the venom of a malignant heart; and if I 
vindicate my conduct, by a deduction of facts 
which are undeniable, without calling in queſtion 
the Conduct of Other people, it can give no Of- 


n 


In the firſt of theſe Libels, intitled, © The Ex- 
spedition againſt Rochefort fully ſtated, &c. by a 


Country Gentleman,” the writer introduces his 
_ accuſation againſt Me, by quoting at length the 


firſt article of the Report of the Board of Enquiry. 
When this is recited, I ſhall firſt give his own 
reaſoning and objections, and then my anſwer to 
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6 I. 
e Tf appears, that one cauſe of the Expedition hav- 


* ing failed, is the not attacking Fort Fouras by Sea 


at the ſame time it would have been attacked by 


Land, agreeable to the firſt deſign, which certain- 
&* ly muſt have been of the greateſt utility towards car- 
« rying your Majeſty's Inſtructions into execution, It 


« was at firſk reſolved by Sir Edward Hawke, 
( Thierry, the pilot of the Magnanime, having 
&< undertaken the ſafe condut} of a ſhip to Fort Fouras 


< vor the Pilot could atteud 10 give any 7 again 


*$ 44 44 


the Pileg Thierry's prome which it ſhould ſeem be 
auld not make good, I totally deny your concluſion. A 
222 in argument muſt ſee the fallacy of it. F the Fact 
was clear, that Fouras was inacceſſible to ſhipping, 
bow comes it lo paſs, that the not attacking it by Sea, 
is given as @ cauſe of the Failure of the pellen ? 


No pęſitive opinion, you ſay, was given upon it. W hy 


was it not, and where was the neceſſity of leaving 


Ibis point open for farther inquiry, after the return of 


Sir Edward Hawke and the Pilot, if it already ap- 
peared a meaſure impratticable ? But impracticable is 
the word, and every thing from beginning to end is to be 

18 3 


1 


1 


n | We 
prongunced Impracticable. I ſay, at it appears 10 be 
far from certain, that Fort Fouras was inacceſſible to 
ſhipping, and yet the Board of Officers did right to give 
no opinion, becauſe Sir Edward Hawke and Thierry, 
Parties principally concerned, had not been heard. 1 
will enter farther into the confideration of this matter, 
fer ſome conclufion may be drawn from it. 


I ſhall not enter into the reaſoning of the Gene- 

ral Officers who compoſed the Board of Enquiry, 
for giving or not giving the Report that they did, 
as I think that opidion, had it been determinate, 
was neither binding upon the Public, or me; it 
being more than probable, if three other Ge- 
nerals had fat on the Enquiry, they might have 
ven a different opinion; nay, that thoſe very ge- 


nerals who did compoſe that Board, would have 


given a different opinion themſelves from what they 
did, had the whole Proceedings of the expedition 
been opened to them, or even the facts which ap- 
peared at the Court - martial afterwards. a 


e It appears from the evidence of Vice Admiral 
„Knowles, that the whole affair of this attack upon 


* Fouras was delegated by Sir Edward Hawke 10 
bis Inſpection, and that Sir Edward bad proceed- 


«© ed fo far in the execution of the plan, as to dirett 
His ſecretary to begin an order to lighten the Bar- 
* fleur for that purpoſe. But this was laid aſide 
upon the remonſtrances of Captain Graves, and 
« Vice Admiral Knowles, that the Barfleur was- 
„ "aground, at between four and five miles from the 
© ſpore , that then Sir Edward ordered him to try 
to carry the Boinb-ketches in, which he did; and 
* run them aground at mort than tuo miles and 4. 
From Fort Fouras, where they were likely to have 


3 i „geen 


[6] 
been taken by row-boats : that then he run the $ 
Coventry Frigate aground, five times within the $ 
& hour, at a greater diſtance from the ſhore than the 1 
* Bomb-ketch. That then (and it ſeems not til! 
* then) he ſent his Maſter to ſound, and. found that 
% at two miles diſtance from the fort, there was but 
„ fix feet water at high water *, All theſe notable 
* exploits were performed by Vice Admiral Knowles, 9 
&« - the ſame who it is ſaid adviſed Sir Edward Hawke 9 
not even to enter the road of Baſque, left he ſhould be 

& bombarded z the ſame one has formerly heard and 
ec read of in Courts Martial; the ſame who on a late 
& Parliamentary enquiry had the happineſs to boaſt 
& ſuch peculiar protection and countenance from you, 
Sir; the ſame who, as I have heard, detained the 
& ſquadron two days in fight of the French coaſt, be- 
cauſe he had ſent away the pilot deſtined to conduct 
it upon a chace after a French ſbip. But I will 
«© not recapitulate his virtues or his merit. It was 
« upon the remonſtrance of this Vice Admiral, whoſe 
c ſtation in command entitled him to at leaſt ſo much 
& confidence from his ſuperior Officer, that the reſolu- 
& tion to attack Fouras by ſea was laid aſide. Now 
&« then let me relate to you the reaſons which induce 
« me to believe that notwithſtanding this report of 
« Vice Admiral Knowles, Fort Fouras was acce/- 
« ſible by ſea, though the Vice Admiral had not the 
« gaod fortune to find out the Channel, 


. 
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The 


Query. How high do the tides riſe in the Bay of Biſcay 
when the water at the mouth) of the river Charent is but /ix 
feet at high water © | ; 

No one acquainted with navigation would aſk this 
queſtion : becauſe below Briſtol the tide riſes near forty 
feet, and yet above Briſtol in many places there may be not 
above ſix: feet water, and ſo at Yarmouth without and 
within the ſands ; and in many other places there is great 


difference in the riſe of the tides, = 


2 * 
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e The firſt part of the charge againſt me is, 
That the whole affair of attacking Fouras was 
delegated by Sir E. Haute to my inſpection. Let 
us now ſee Sir E. Hawke's manner of relating 
that Story upon oath before the Court Martial, 
(p. 108, 9.) Being aſk'd whether at any and what 
time a propoſal was made to him to lay a Ship 


to batter Fouras, he anſwered in the affirmative, 


and ſaid on the 24th of September, that he approv- 
ed of the propoſal, and the pilot of the Magnanime 
was examined as to the ſtrength of the place and 


the depth of water near it: Hated with the ſuc- 


ceſs of the 23d, and fond of the Magnanime, he 
ſaid at firſt before Captain Mordaunt he would 
carry her in and deſtroy the Fort. The deponent 
had attentively conſidered the ſhore, and was ſen- 
ſible the Magnanime, which drew more water than 
ſome of our three-deck'd Ships, could not be 


brought near enough to batter the Fort, he 


gave the pilot's Gaſconade time to ſubſide, and 
then aſked him if he could carry a ſixty gun Ship 
in againſt it ? He anſwered, her metal was not 
weighty enough, as there were 24 pounders in 
the Fort. He then propoſed to him to lighten 
the Barfleur two feet (this ſecond converſation 
was upon the quarter deck by the intervention of 
a man well verſed in ſuch French as thoſe ſort of 
people ſpeak.) The Pilot ſeemed ſomething ſatiſ- 


+ fied with this, and in conſequence the deponent 


prepared an order to Vice Admiral Knowlesto light- 
en the Barfleur,and in the mean time gave him a 
verbal order, who immediately went away to give 
the neceſſary directions, and to enquire into the 
practicability of the attempt. The pilot now re- 


collected himſelf, and declared that even thus li ght- 


en'd the Barfleur could not be carried near enough; 
8 that 


181 
© that when ſhe could come neareſt at the top of 
„high water, on the Ebb ſhe muſt fink at leaſt 
fix feet in the mud, if not more, from which he 
could not anſwer whether ſhe would riſe. Upon 
<< trial afterwards the pilot could not carry a 
«© Bomb-ketch within random ſhot of the Fort, as 
% My. Knowles informed him, in whom, as Being 
the ſecond Sea Officer in command, he appre- 
e hends he might confide for that information. 
I ſhall now 1 Thakvang to the teſtimony 1 

% gave both at the Enquiry and the Court Mar- 
de tial. Firſt at the Enquiry, (p. 43, 4.) Vice Ad- 
* miral Knowles being aſked by the board whether 
e he knew of any propoſal being made for attack- . 
ing Fort Fouras by Sea at any council of war or 
meeting; anſwered, he could not particularly 
charge his memory, but knows very well Sir 
« Edward Hawke ag his opinion about it, and 5 
« ſaid that the pilot had told him that a ſhip could NF 
go within a ſmall diſtance to batter it; and Sir ? 
Edward directed his ſecretary to begin an order I 
« for the Barfleur's being lightened for that ſervice, 
the Barfleur drawing near two feet Jeſs water 
« than the Magnan me. When he returned on ; 
„ board his own ſhip he ſent for Captain Graves 
* who commanded the Barfleur, to acquaint him 
© with the orders Sir Edward Hawke had given 
him; Captain Graves anſwered that the ſhip was 


; « aground where ſhe layed, and he might look at v7 
© her, for the water had ebb'd away a foot from 9 
her, and ſhe then laid between four and five 


miles from the ſhore (meaning the ſhore of Fort 
Fouras.) He acquainted Sir Edward Hawke with 


this, who ſuppreſſed the order.” = 
Let us now. ſee my d-»poſition concerning this 9 


matter given at the Court Martial, where I was 
going to refer to the minutes J had in my pocket, 2 
of the Teſtimony J before had given the board of 

Enquiry, #Þ 


68 


[9] 


| Enquiry, but was deſired to relate it without (p- 


99, Court martial). 
e Some of the Witneſſes having mentioned 
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Vice Admiral Knowles as being preſent when a 
diſcourſe was had f Edward Hawke, touch- 
ing an attack intended to be made on Fouras by 

ſea, he was deſired to inform the Court what he 
knows concerning that intention, or the practica- 
bility of ſuch an attack, the Vice Admiral then de- 
poſed in anſwer to the queſtion; that after the ſur- 
render of the e of Aix, Sir Edward Hawke told 
him the pilot of the Magnanime had offered to 


carry in to batter Fort Fouras, he does not recol- 


lect at what diſtance, the deponent objected to 
the Magnanime, as ſhe drew at leaſt a foot more 


water than the Barfleur, and propoſed that ſhip 


inſtead of her, as being of greater force as well 
as an old ſhip, and her loſs therefore immaterial. 
Sir Edward Hawke directed: the deponent to 


have the Barfleur lightened immediately for 


that purpoje: When he returned on board 
is © ip; he ſent for Captain Graves, and 
told him Sir Edward's intention; the captain 
replied his ſhip was grand where ſhe then 
layed, being to the beſt of his judgment more 

than five miles diſtant from the Fort. He has 
ſince heard that Colonel Brudenell was aboard her 
at that time, Upon this ſeveral maſters, to- 
gether with pilots, were directed to go ſounding, 
particularly the maſter of the Barfleur, and of 
his own ſhip the Neptune. On his acquaint- 
ing Sir Edward Hawke with the impracticability 


of getting the Barfleur in, and the maſters having 


made their reports of the ſoundings, that in- 
tention was laid aſide as impoſſible. Some days 


after, he cannot be poſitive, bur believes after the 


firſt council of war, Sir Edward Hawke directed 


the deponent to carry in the two Bomb-ketches 


"0 


[ 10] 

to try to bombard the Fort, the deponent im- 
mediately gave their captain orders to do it, and 
% directed the pilot of the Magnanime to conduct 
& the Infernal Bomb in, atid the other to follow. In 
attempting to get in, the pilot ran the Infernal 
* aground; where ſhe lay ſome conſiderable time; 
&© two row-galleys ſeeing her alone (for ſhe had 
cout faild the other Bomb; and was at leaſt two 
miles from her) made to attack the Infernal; 
* which the deponent perceiving, haſtened onboard, 
and made a ſignal for all boats manned and 
4 armed to go to her aſſiſtance, and went himſelf 
ec in the Coventry Frigate; oft which the galleys 
<« retired, after having fired a great many ſhot at 
„ the Bomb-ketches: a : 

«© When the Bomb was aground, ſhe was a 
<« long way without the reach of her ſhells, with 
< the greateſt requiſite of powder, (which he 
knows will fly two miles and two thitds) 
having thrown ſeveral which fell ſhort. The 
« Coventry, in attempting to get to the Bomb, ran 
<« aſhore five ſeveral times. After the tide had 
% flowed, and the Bomb floated, ſhe got under 
„ ſail again, and worked nearer to Fouras, as near 
as her draught of water would let her, and then 
e threw ſeveral ſhells more, none of which did 
„% reach, Sc. on | | : 

The reader will pleaſe to compare my Evidence 
with Sir Edward Hawke's, with whom I had no 
Communication, he being at ſea, and he'll find 
them agree in every circumſtance. . 

I ſhall now proceed to facts of a ſtronger nature, 
to prove the impracticability and impoſſibility of 
carrying any ſhip of force to batter Fort Fouras. 
viz. ſuch as the ſoundings taken by Mr. Poulglaſs 
. maſter of the Barfleur, now maſter of the Magna; 
nime, on the 26th of September 1757. off of the 
entrence of Rochſert river. 


a 
; it 


Fort 


STS. 
Fort Fouras S. E. about 22 miles, and the e of 
Enett E. three fathoms muddy ground. .. 
Fort Fouras S. E. æ E. and Enett Eaſt 3 N. a 
foot leſs 3 hard ground. 
Furt Fouras S. E. 6 S. about 1% mile and Enelt 
E. by N. + leſs, 3 fathoms. 
Fort Fouras E. S. E. and the north end of Euett 
on a church ona high point of land to the eaſt ward 
on the main, 3 fathoms. 
The Fort E. S. E. and the old ban on Enett 
in one with the church on the main 2+ tathoms, 
hard ground. 
The Fort E. S. E. 12 mile, and Enett N. E. by 
E. 2 fathoms, rockey ground. 
The ſouth end of Enett and the church on the 
main in one, 2 fathoms rockey, 
Fort Fouras E. S. E. and Enett N. E. 2 N. 2 
leſs 2 Do. ground. 
The Fort E. by S. about 1 mile, and the north 
end of Enett near in one with the S. E. and of the 


Iſle D' Aix, g fathoms. 
The Fort E. one 2 and Enett N. N. E. 7 


ee 
And in ſtanding Jn 3 foot off each ſhore, 
acroſs the river, or entrance of Rochfort, at ⁊ or a 
mile from the Fort, had but 3, 6, and 7 feet water, 
Kal the ground in the middle ſandy. 
= I do declare the above to be a true account to 
the beſt of my judgment. 


LEY Pair, PouLGLASS, 
Sworn before me ö 
17th March 1758, & Commiſſioner of Plymouth, 
Fred. Rogers, 


'The ſoundings were taken at the ſame time by 
Mr. Morant pilot of the Barflewr by order of 


Coptain e on the ſhips grounding in 18 feet 
water 


at other times alſo by the lieutenants of the Royal 


Rs TER 
water between the Je of Aix and Fort Fouras, and 


William, and other officers, which entirely agree 
with each other. To theſe ſoundings may be ad- 
ded the proof of occular denomination, the ſhoal 
being ſeen dry every low water for more than a . 
mile diſtance from Fouras by at leaſt half the 
people of the Fleet and Army; inſomuch, that aaa 
there been a channel but the breadth of a boat we 3 
muſt have ſeen it: Thad like to have forgot one cir- A 
cumſtance more, which though only a preſump- 3 
tive proof, is corroborated by the others. Theſe i 
were the daily tranſactions of the Row boats, which 
came out of the river Charante every tide at half 
flood, and kept failing or rowing under the pro- 
tection of the Fort, and returned again always 
about half ebb. Had there been even this narrow 
Channel which has been affirmed; where was the 
neceſſity of the Row-voats retreating up the river 
again? If theſe proofs which were known to the 
Commander in chief, had not been convincing, 
doubtleſs he would have ſatisfied himſelf by ſuch 
other means as were in his power. 

I now come to that part of the charge againft 
me, which ſays, that Sir Edward Hawke having 
ordered me to carry the Bomb-ketches in, that I did, 
and run them aground. The following certificate | 
is an unanſwerable contradiction to this particular. 1 


THESE are to certify, that when his Majeſty's 9 
Bomb-ketch Infernal, under my command, was, | 
ordered in to batter Fort Fouras, Vice Admiral 
Knowles was not on board; nor do I know that 
ever he was; and that Thzerry, the pilot of the 
Magnauime, had the ſole conducting and navigat- g 
ing of her, and ran her aſhore at a greater diſtance N 
than Flight of Shell from the ſaid Fort, and never 1 
could get her near enough for the Shells to reach 

= I : with 


PI” EIS. 


MID ; 


with the greateſt quantity of powder. Given un- 


der my hand, on board his Majeſty's Sloop Infer- 


1a, the 56h Day of February 1758. 
| JAMES MACKENZIE, 


A the circumſtance of carrying in the Barfleur, 
and carrying in the Bomb-ketches, are confounded 
together, it is proper to let the reader know, the 
firſt happened on the 25th, and the laſt on the 29th 
September, and that in neither had Vice-Admiral 
nowles more to do, or farther concern, than to 
liver Sir Edward Hawke's orders to thoſe cap- 


' tains who were to execute them, and report their 


anſwers and tranſactions, which I did; the reſt lay 


with the Commander in Chief. 


Were farther Teſtimony wanting to prove t chat 
I was not on board the Bomb - ketch, Captain Kep- 


pel can atteſt that I was on ſhore with him in the 


and of Aix, reconnoitring with our Glaſſes the 
y of Chatelaillon, when the galleys went to at- 


' tack the bomb; and that upon hearing their guns, 


L ran immediately to my boat, and went on board, 


and made the ſignal for all boats manned and arm- 
ed, and ſent them to the bomb-ketche's aſſiſtance. 


% All theſe notable exploits were performed by 
« Vice-admiral Knowles, the ſame wwho it is ſaid 
ef adviſed Sir Edward Hawke not even to enter into 
< . the road of Baſque, leſt he ſhould be bombarded.” 
Neither Sir Edward Hawke nor myſelf were ac- 
quainted with the road of Baſque; but we both well. 
knew the extent and diſtance neceſſary to anchor ſo 
large a Fleet in, and that it was alſo proper, when 
that Fleet was anchored, that it ſhould not be in 
the enemy's power to annoy or deſtroy the ſhips ; 
and therefore I wrote a Letter to Sir Edward 
Hawke, and received from him the following An- 


Iver, 


SIR, ? 


[14] 

SIX, | | 

* am entirely of your opinion, that it will be 
proper to ſend a couple of Cutters a-head of you 
going in, and for one of them to run near about 
e oun-ſhot of the e of Air, and if the Fort ſhould 
e fire at her, you will be enabled to judge better 
* where to anchor. I think you cannot ſend a bet- 
& ter man on this ſervice than Faſper, who, I dare 
6 ſay, will aequit himſelf in it extremely well. It 
« js certainly very material, that the Fleet ſhould be 
“ ſafe where they come to an anchor, that they 
can't be hit by any of the ſhot from the enemy's 


% Forts. I muſt therefore defire you will come 


< to, the inſtant you ſhall be in a proper birth, for 


ee the reſt of the Fleet to anchor by you. = 


This piece of neceſſary caution, which it is plain 
Sir Edward Hawke approved, has been candidly 
conſtrued into fear of being bombarded. But I 
would aſk any one acquainted with military opera- 
tions, whether they ever heard of a General's en- 


camping his army under the command of the enemy's. 


cannon ? The ſame prudence is as neceſſary in an- 


choring a Fleet, and eſpecially when it is encum- 


bered with a number of tranſports. 
In anſwer to the charge of my ſending away the 
Pilot deſtined to conduct the fleet, Sc. I ſhall re- 


capitulate part of my Affidavit at the Court Mar- 


tial upon that Subject; and to which tranſaction 
the whole Fleet and Forces were Eye-witneſſes. 
« The ſignal being given, the deponent took 


& his leave about noon of Sir Edward Hawke, and 
«© made fail with his diviſon. The Medway, which 


& was a-head by Sir Edwara's Order, to look out 
& for land, about 2 or 3 o Clock, as near as he 
« could remember, made a ſignal for ſeeing the 

ho tand, 


ED. HAWKE, 
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land, very ſoon after the deponent ſaw it him- 
ſelf : and as his own Ship, and thoſe of his di- 
viſion, were ordered to prepare for the attack, 
the Lieutenant or Captain came to acquaint him 


the Ship was clear and ready for action; this 
was about 4 O' clock, the wind at that time, 
and to the beſt of his remembrance the whole 


day, was about N. E. As he looked upon a 


Ship cleared, and in order for battle, as a very 


entertaining ſight, he deſired Major-General 


Conway to go down to ſee his Ship between 
« decks : while they were viewing her, one of his 


Lieutenants came down, ſent by the Captain to 
acquaint him Captain Keppel hailed the Ship, and 
told them there was a French Man of War ſtand- 
ing in for the Fleet ; for ſome ſmall ſpace of 
time the deponent took no notice of it, thinking 
it impoſſible the Fleet ſhould not ſee her; a ſe- 


cond meſſage was ſent him down to the ſame 


purpoſe ; he then went upon deck immediately 
with General Conway, and was ſhewn her by his 


Captain, when with their Glaſſes they plainly 
diſcovered her to be a two decked Ship ; ſhe 
ſoon made a private ſignal, by hoiſting a Jack 


at her mizzen-topmaſt-head: The deponent was 


in doubt, whether to make a ſignal to any of his 


diviſion to chace, being ordered on a different 
ſervice, which he took notice of to General 


Conway and his Captain. He judges he was 


then at leaſt five miles a-head of Sir Edward 
Hawke, and the ſhip much nearer to him and 
his diviſion than ſhe was to Sir Edward Hawke 
and the reſt of the Fleet; and he plainly ſaw, if 
ſome of his diviſion did not chace her, none of 
the others could poſſibly ſee her, ſo as to chace 


her, when night came on. The Magnanime 


was then about 2 miles to Leeward of them, up- 
on which he threw out her ſignal to chace, and 
* haijed 


== 
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hailed Captain Keppel in the Torbay, and di- 
rected him to chace alſo, obſerying at the ſame 
ce time to General Conway and his Captain, that if 
« Sir Edward Hawke did not approve of what he 
had done, he would certainly call them in again 
but inſtead of that, Sir Fdward threw out their 
ſignals to chace, by way of confirming what he 
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* 


liam's ſignal, alſo belonging to his diviſion; two 
more figrals for Ships in the reſt of the Fleet 
were thrown out afterwards, but very ſoon re- 
called. Early the next morning, Sir Edward Hawke 
« ſent the deponent the followin order, to take 
FT under his command three 909 ſhif Ps, in the 
< room of thoſe three ſhips ſent to chace, VIZ. 


| 


c 
( 


Q 


By Sir Edward Hawke, Knight of the 


Bath, Admiral of the Blue e of 
his Mejety s Fleet. 


Ther « You are hereby required and 
Ä directed to take. under your com- 


BurRFoRD, *©* wand the ſhi $ named in the 


AchlilI Es. margin; the Captains of which 
% have my orders to f llow your 
97 djrections; and proceed, withaut a moment's loſs 


<« of time, to put in execution the orders you re- 


'< ceived from me yeſterday. F or which this ſhall 
be your order. 

Given under my hand on 

To Charles "9 board his Majeſty's ſhip Ra- 

Vice Admiral of « villies, at ſea, this 2 1ſt Sep- 


the Red Squadron « 
of his Majeſty's fenber 1 75 7. 
Fleet. 5 ED. HAW Kk. 


By Comin of Sa Admirdl. 
J. HAT. 
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“In obedience to that order, the deponent pro- 


ceeded with his diviſion with all the {ail they 
could carry, to get in, and make what land it 
was: He judges it was about 9 o'clock when 
they were got within about 2 miles of the land 
in 11 Fathoms water, very hazy thick weather, 
ſo as the Pilot deſired the Ship might be racked, 
and laid with the head off, till it cleared, ſo as 
he could ſee his marks. Whilſt he was laying 
to, he made a ſignal for the captains of his di- 
viſion, and ordered them to ſend for their Pilots; ; 
no two of whom agreed what land it was; their ſe- 
veral Examinations he took down, and ſent 


them to Sir Edward, Hawke, who by that time 


was advanced nearer to him by 2 or 3 miles 
than he was before, as he, the deponent, lay 
with his head off ſhore. In his letter to Sir Ed- 
ward, he acquainted him, that not one of the 
Pilots would take charge to lead in, even with 
a twenty gun Ship; it they would, his diviſion 
ſhould have followed her. Soon after his boat 
went away, he made a Signal for ſpeaking with 
the Admiral, ſeeing he continued under Sail, 


and did not ſtop to take up his boar. At the 


ſame time, he made fail with his diviſion towards 
him, and by about 12 joined him; when the 
deponent got on board him, he was ſurprized to 
to ſee Mr. Keppel on board, and alſo to find the 

lagnanimèe and Royal William had joined him 
again, which the thick weather prevented the 
deponent's knowing. Sir Edward Hawke, upon 
the deponent's acquainting him with what had 
happened, (for he thinks he got on board be- 
fore his letter) immediately ſent for the Pilot of 


the Magnanime, at the ſame time telling the de- 


ponent, he judged what was the matter, when 
he ſaw him bring to; for his pilot had refuſec 
carry ing his Ship in. When the pilot of the 

3 Mag- 
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% Magnanime came on board, he immediately told 
*© them what land it was, and, after offering to 
carry in the Fleet, returned on board his own 
*© ſhip, and led the deponent's diviſion in, the Ad- 
** miral and the,reſt of the Fleet following. The 
* wind was pretty freſh a'l this day, till towards 


the evening, when about 6 o'clock the tide of 


Flood being ſpent, the Magnanime made the 
** ſignal to anchor; they were then in the mouth 
of the Pertuis of Antioche. About 8 o'clock, 
Sir Edward Hawke made the ſignal for the Fleet 
* to anchor, and they continued working in, and 
* anchored as they came to proper Births all night. 
“ Early in the morning of the 22d, the Magna- 
* 7ime made the ſignal, when the deponent weigh» 
ed with his diviſion, and Sir Edward and the reſt 
© of fthe Fleet weighed alſo : About 11 o'clock, 
<« it falling calm, the ſignal was again made to an- 
chor; about 2 or 3 a ſmall breeze ſpringing up 
„ weſterly, the Magnanime made the ſignal, and 
& weighed again, and the deponent ran in with his 
« diviſion, till between 9 and 10 o'clock at night, 
„Sir Edward Hawke, and his diviſion, and all 
ce the tranſports following, when the deponent's 
&« divifion came to an anchor.” 5 

By this it evidently appears, there were but 3 
hours time loſt; for at ꝙ o'clock in the morning, 
the Pilot refuſed taking charge of the ſhips of my 
diviſion, and at 12 the Magnanime had joined us 
again, and we proceeded. It likewiſe appears, that 


Sir Edward Hawke repeated thoſe ſhips ſignals to 


chace, which was an approbation of my conduct, 
and which he confirmed afterwards—more fully, 


by a public declaration in my preſence. In fact, 


it cannot ſtrictly be ſa d, that one moment's time was 
loſt by thoſe ſhips chacing; becauſe if the reader 


will pleaſe to obſerve, the calms we met with after- 


wards, and the tides, which obliged the Fleet to 
anchor twice, would equally have delayed us, had 


* 


(6 


cc 
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we been 2 or 3 miles farther to windward, which 
is more than we could have gained! in thoſe 3 hours, 
as the wind was at N. E. which is right out of the 
bay. 
III. 
„ Tn the firſt place, then, though I have by no 


er means that high opinion of the French wiſdom and 


& ability which you entertain, and on every occaſion ex- 


tol ſo highly ; yet I do 2 oſe, that in matters of 
defence, they conduct themſelves on principles fimi- 


AQ 


cc 


0 lar to thoſe which are adopted by the reſt of man- 


« kind. I do ſuppoſe, for inſtance, that when they 
ce build & fort, it is intended either to offend or de- 


& fend, Fouras was weak to the land; it flood at the 
waters edge to guard the Channel; it flood even on 
« A bank that ran into the water; and as Col. Wolfe, 
<< who ſeems to be the firſt officer who thought of re- 
ce connoitring it, tells us, it had 24 embraſures to the 
cc water-ſide. What was the uſe of this Fort? Was it to 

« guard a bank of ſand, over which ſcarce a Thames 


e wherry could paſs f If the Guns of no Ship what- 


& ever could reach the Fort, could the guns of the 


& Port reach any Ship ? According to Mr. Knowles, 

there was no channel at all, or it lay out of gun- 
«© ſhot of the Fort. At 2 miles diſtance, the Vice- Ad- 
* miral's maſter found but 6 Feet water at high wa- 

ter; at near 3 miles diſtance, the Bombketch,which 
drew but 11 feet water, went aground. The Co- 
ventry Frigate did the ſame farther out than that, 
and the Barfleur at a ſtill greater diſtance, New, 
tho after all this delay and hazard to the ſhips, 
that Admiral thrught fit to ſound and try the 4 
of the water at a diftance from the Fort, where no 
cannon could reach; yet it is aſtoniſhing to find not 
a fingle proof attempted to be given of the depth of 
the water near the ſhore, and within gun-ſhot of the 
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« Fort. J it impoſſible, then, that the channel, a 


2 66 nar- 
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* narrow one, might run in ſhore ? Ts it not demon- 
« ftrable, that it did ſn, both from the nature of the 
* thing, and the evidence of thoſe who knew and had 
« navigated it? What ſays Bonneau the Fiſherman, 
examined by General Conway, and others ? There 
& were 4 Fathom (24 Feet) water, at half cannon- 
* ſhot from Fort Fouras, a depth ſufficient for a 60 
& gun ſhip. Now, though the land-officers did not 
chuſe to truſt to the in. ellig ence of a Fiſherman for 
the ſlate of the Fortifications at Rochefort; yet it 
* ſeems to be the beſt evidence, as to the depth of the 
channel, that could have been wiſhed, There Was 
the united teſtimony of Thierry and Bonneau, joined 
& to the reaſon of the thing, that there muſs be a 
* channel within gun-ſbct of the Fort, though the 
«© Ships miſs'd the entrance of it, I might add, that 
* though the Vice- Admiral could not conduct a Ship 
to it, there were Captains in the Fleet, who, it 
& ſcems, cfjered it, Captain Colby offered to carry 
* inthe Princeſs Amelia. How, then, can we un- 
< riddle this myſtery ? For a myſtery there certainly 
*K is, Perhaps it is eaſier 7 gueſs the ſolution, than 
&« r explain it. 
* From all theſe circumſtances, 1 ſay, it is clear, 
„ jhat Fouras muſt be and was accef}ible by ſea ; that 
« the Beard of Officers are theretore juſtified on their 
report, that the not attacking it by fea, appeared to 
« be one of the cauſes of the Yaiure of the expedition,” 
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It has ever been a Maxim with the greateſt Ge- 
nerals in all ages, not to deſpiſe an enemy too 
much, and by that maxim they have fhewn their 
wildem; and tho' the French do not deſerve any 
tingular praiſe, for the crecting Fort Fouras on the 
ſor on which it is ſituated, it being rather by 
chance than deſign it was built there yet it has its 
ules, both to cfiend and defend. TFouras was the 
133 tower 


„ 
tower of an old Pariſm church; which ſoon after 
the foundation of Rochefort in 1688, Louis XIVth. 
purchaſed of the proprietors, to make a Tour de 


Guarde, for repeating ſignals from the Iſles of Ole- 


ron and Aix up to Rochefort, which is one of its 


preſent uſes. A Fort and Garriſon being eſtabliſhed 
in the Je of Aix, Fouras was found to be the near- 


eſt and moit ſecure communication in all weathers 


with that Iſla d; ſo that in proceſs of time, bar- 
racks and lodgments were built therein, and it was 


2 fortified to the ſea by a ſtrait curtain, and a round 
I Tower in the middle, containing 18 Ambraſures, 

4 in which was mounted but 16 guns, and thoſe, 
in my opinion, not larger than 12 pounders. It 
has 4 or 5 more guns in the returning angle to the 


northward; but how is it defended on the land- 


ſide, is unknown to me. 


This is a true account of the riſe, ſtate and con- 
dition of that formidable Fort, and of which an 
exact deſcription was taken before it was recon- 


noitred by Col. Wolfe; for I took a draught of it 


immediately after the ſurrender of the I/ of Aix. 
From Feuras to Rochefort is but 4 miles in a ſtrait 


line, the road good, and no Rivers to croſs. Plain 


1 principles, therefore, ſimilar to thoſe adopted by the 
reſt of mankind, certainly led the French to 


fortify this convenient ſpot againſt any deſcent that 
might be made, and not to defend the entrance into 
the river Charante, For it was demonſtrated by 
the Bomb-ketch, and the ſoundings confirm it, 
that Ships may paſs and repaſs up the River Cha- 


| Tante ata random-ſhot diſtance, if not quite out of 
2 gun-ſhot of that Fort; and it was near high-wa - 


ter at the time the Coventry and Ketch ran aground, 
neither of which were within gun-ſhot. It is pro- 


ved before, that the maſters went a ſounding on 
the 26th, and this circumſtance of the Bomb- 
ketches being ground, happencd not before the 


"a 29th; 
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29th; it is therefore the more aſtoniſhing ta 
find, that this author ſhould aſſert no attempt had 
becn made to ſound the Depth of water near the 
ſhore, and within gun-ſhot of the Fort; becauſe 


he had not not been informed when it app-ars 


by the ſoundings already recited from Mr. Poul- 
glaſs, that he had tried the depth of water within 


4 of a mile of the Fort, and from 3 foot water 


quite acroſs the River. The ſame had likewiſe 
been done by the Lieutenants of the Royal William, 
and other Officers and Pilots, who all agreed in the 


' fame ſhoalings. It is therefore impoſlible there 
ſhould be any 7 channel, even a narrow one, and it is 


demonſtrable there was not, both from the circum- 
ſtances of the thing, and the evidence of thoſe 
who traverſed it. To the truth of this Thierry, 
the Pilot, would now readily ſubſcribe his Teſti- 
mony, would I accept it. A Channel, and a large 
one, up t:e river Charante, no body denies, F irſt 
rate ſhips are built at Rochefort, and go up and 
down that channel, but it does not lie near enough 
to Fer. Fouras to batter it with ſhips, let who will 
ſay to the contrary. | 
I will now reafon with the author on his own 
principles, and allow what Bonneau the Fiſherman 
ſaid to be true, that there was 4 fathom (24 feet) 
water at half cannon-ſhot from the Fort. Even that 
circumitance will not eftabliſh his Hypothelis, 
&« that Fouras was attackable and acceſſible by ſea.” 
A cannon-ſhot, mot people know, will fly up- 
wards of 2 m les, half cannon-ſkot will be 
about a mile, or more; now, allow at that di- 
ſtance, or even at half a mile, 24 feet water, the 
tide ordinarily riſes 14 or 15 feet, in ſpring- rides 
more, near 20. The Mag nanime drew upwards of 
23 feet water, the Barfleur near 22: ſuppoſe ei- 
ther of theſe Ships to have been lightened 2 feet 
and a half, or 3 feet, which is more than could ah 
be done with fafety. Allow ſuch Ships, then, t 
get within half a mile of the Fort, before — 
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grounded ; ſuppoſe them alſo to ſet upright in the 
mud ; and every thing to be conducted with the 
greateſt ſkill, the tide ebbs fifteen feet; thoſe ſhips 
will draw 19 or 20 feet, ſubſtract either of theſe 
from the depth of the water, 24 feet, (at half a 
mile diſtance) and there will remain about five 
feet; ſo that a ſpace of fourteen feet in theſe ſhips 
bottoms, fore and aft” from the water-line down- 
wards, will remain dry, and be expoſed to the fire 
of the Fort until the next high water, when the tide 
mult neceſſarily fill them; contequentiy there will 
be an end then of thoſe ſhips, and ſo of whatever 
number more you make trial. 

Let us examine now what damage ſhips at that 
diſtance can do to a Fort. Sea officers will tell you, 
none; and experience in many caſes has proved 
it. Thus far in anſwer to the teſtimony of Bonneau. 
Now let us ſee, how far we can unite the teſtimon 
of Thierry with it. Sir Edward Hawke? depoſes, 
ſoon after the giving me orders to have the Barfleur 
lighten'd, that this pilot recollected himſelf, and de- 
clared tha: even thus lighten'd the Barfleur could 
not be brought near enough. Add to this Captain 
Mackenzie's certificate, that T hierry had the ſole 
conducting and navigating the Infernal Bomb, which 
he ran aground, and it will be impoſſible, to unite 
this with the teſtimony of Bonneau, that there was 
a channel within gun-ſhor'ot the Fort. The report 
of Captain Celby's offering to carry in the Princeſs 
Amelia, is a myitery that may be unriddled by a 
monoſyllable, that may be gueſs'd at without ex- 
planation. 

Take all the circumſtances together that have 
been mentioned, and it is clear that Fort Fouras was 
not attackable or acceſlible by ſea, and therefore the 
not attacking it by ſea, was not one of the cauſes of 
the failure of the Expedition. I have ſaid this not 
merely to juſtity my own conduct, which Has been 
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ſo much affected by this article, but to evince the 
impoſſibility of the thing itſelf, 


IV. 


« In the poſteript it is ſaid, that the Prudente, a 
« Freuch ſhip of 74 guns, with all ber ſtores, &c. on 
* board, eſcaped our fleet by running up to Rochefort, 


e thro' that very channel which «was not deep enough 


* for an Engliſh long-boat. 


This circumſtance of the Prudente's running up 
the Charante juſt before the attack of the e of Aix 
is here laid hold of, as a farther proof of there being 
a channel near Fouras ; and by the member of par- 
lament is roundly aſſerted, that ſhe paſſed within 
reach of the Fort. The ſhort hiſtory of this cir- 
cumſtance is as follows. The morning after the 
arrival of the Fleet in the road of Baſque, I diſ- 
covered at day-break, a large Ship of the Enemy's 
laying within the Je of Aix, on which I went im- 
mediately and acquainted Sir Edward Hawke, and 
deſired he would order a 60 or 70 gun Ship to 
go and anchor to the northward of the Je of 
Aix, as ſoon as any wind {ſprung up, (it being then 
calm) to prevent her getting out that way, and for 
ſome other ſhip, and a fire ſhip to attack her where 
ſhe lay, while the ſhips of my diviſion were batter- 
ing the Fort of Aix, not apprehending the Enemy's 
ſhip was lighten'd, and could have run up the 
channel. On theſe ſervices Sir Edward Hawke de- 
tached Captain Proby,. Captain Byron, and Captain 
Barington ; and as ſoon as the French man of 
War ſaw us weigh our anchors and get under fail, 
ſhe immediately cut her cables, and run up within 
the river's mouth. Some days after the ſurrender 
of the Iſle of Aix, I received a letter from Sir Edward 
Hawke, of which the following is an extract, and 
which ſufficiently contradicts the aſſertion of both 
theſe authors, © 


SIR, 


cut away.” 


I 25 ] 
'SIR, 
3 « One of the priſoners I have on 
&« board, who belonged to the Prudente, and was put 


c jn the Fort, to aſſiſt in its defence, informs me, 
«© that when the Prudente ran up, ſhe threw over 


« board her guns, and has left a buoy upon them. 


& T would have you order it to be look'd for and 


Accordingly I did give orders to Captain Graves, 
who found it, and cut it away; and alſo took u 
one of her anchors and cables. I would only 
obſerve upon this, that if the teſtimony of Bonncau 


the fiſherman, or any other priſoner, is to be relied 


on, why then 1s not the teſtimony of this man to be 
relied on, who actually belong'd to the ſhip and 
which was confirmed by finding the buoy, and 


taking up the anchor and cable ? 


V. 


« Tn the reply of the ſame author, to the anſwer of 
his military arguments by the officer, (p. 47,---8.) is 


| the following paſſage. © Did they (meaning the 


0 Council of War) ſo much as examine Thierry the 


« pilot, ſent with them by the min:ſters as one on 


* whoſe accounts they were to depend, and who at 
e that time had given a proof that he deſerved ſome 
&* credit, by his conduct before the Fort of Aix, 
& and his knowledge of the road? They did not. 
& And now, it ſeems, Thierry is a filly Fellow, the 
« Magnanime ee d in the mud before the Fort of 
%% Aix, yet not through the ignorance of the pilot, 
* but through the ſpirit of her Commander, who, as 
* the French ſaid, ſeemed to ſail into the Fort and 
tale it, without firing a gun, Thierry then had 
* not miſcarried in carrying in the Bomb-ketch, and 


pe bad done all which he undertook before the 


council to do; he had brought the Fleet ſafe into 


2 e the 
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© the road, when the pilot of the Neptune, and all 
wal { other Pilots in the Fleet, had declared themſelves 


& unable to do it. Yet this Thierry, ſent out with 


« the ſtrongeſt recommendations of the government, 
c whoſe conduct to that moment had merited full cre- 
ec dit, was never ſo much as ſent for to their Council 
« of War ; but that very pilot of the Neptune (Ad- 
& miral Knowles' s pilot) who was ſo 1gnorant that 
he did not know even the road, and was obiiged to 


&« lie by till Thierry came to carry his ſhip in, was 


cc 


« the perſon on whoſe thorough knowledge of every 
« thing relative to Rochefort, the Council o; War 


* thought fit to proceed. 


In anſwer to this charge, which 1s not particular- 
ly againſt me, I do declare, that Thierry the pilot 
was "often examined by the ſea and land officers, 
ſometimes collectively, and ſeparately at other 
times, to every circumſtance relating to the expe- 
dition, as they occurred to them ; particularly the 
night before the council of War, to which he was 


ſummoned, though he did not appear; and all the 


intelligence he could give them they had, during 
the paſſage and previous to any council of war. 
As to the pilot of the Neptune, it is well known that 
I never placed any confidence in him; nor did I 
ever ſuffer him to conduct my ſhip, eicher into the 
road of Baſque, or againſt the Fort, after his betray- 
ing his Ignorance of the land. As to Threrry the 
pilot, I never knew he was recommended by the 
government, or that any miniſters of the govern- 


ment knew there was ſuch a perſon. I know I. 
mentioned him at the Cabinet Council, as one ac- 


quainted with the French coaſt, his captain having 
told me fo; and 1 offered to go down to Partſ- 


mouth, to take his examination ; but the Council re- 


folved to lend for him up to town. 5 
VI. Te 
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VI. 


The ſame ſort of charge which has been exhibited 
againſt Mr. Knowles in the preceding pages, has been 


repeated in another pamphlet, called a vindication of 


Mr. Pitt, by a Member of Parliament, P. 30.—7. 


The anſwer already given to the charges in the 


other pamphlets, I apprehend, is a ſufficient refu- 
55 advanced in this, which 


tation of all the particula 
relates to my conduct in the late Expedition, ex- 


cepting a ſingle queſtion, which the author calls 
upon me to anſwer. Was Thierry on board the 


* Barfleur at that time?“ To this I anſwer, I do 
not know; it is totally immaterial ; but this I 
do know, that had there been water enough for the 


Barfieur, to have gone down to batter the Fort, the 


pilot Thierry was to have been the man to conduct 
her. The Barfleur was not run aground by the 
unſkilfulneſs of her pilot, for ſhe was never got 
under fail. She grounded at an anchor where ſhe 


lay : lightening of her for that ſervice would 
have been a work of two days at leaſt, as all her 
proviſions, cables, ſtores, and in ſhort, every thing 
but her guns, ammunition, and ballaſt, mult have 
been] put aſhore on the Je of Aix. This is a 


circumſtance that that worthy author ſeems to 
have been ignorant of; and during this preparati- 
on, there would have en time enough to have ſent 
for Thierry the pilot, to have carried her in againſt 
the Fort. But it appears by Sir Edward Howke's 


depoſition, that this able pilot had found out his 
- miſtake before I could well deliver Sir Edward's 
orders to Captain Graves for that purpoſe. Sir 


Edward Hawke obſerves farther, that he look'd 
upon this propoſal, when the pilot made it, as a 


_Gaſconade ; and he remembers without doubt as 
well as I do, the pilot's expreſiing at the cabinet 
council great diffidence of the depth of water about 
that | 


25.1 
that Fort, which Mr. Pt alſo confirms in his teſ- 
timony at the Court-martial, viz. that nothing was 
clear about the taking any place by ſea but the Je 
of Aix. 

My experience in the attack and defence of places 
made me judge, in looking over the plan, when it 
was under conſideration before the Cabinet-Coun- 
il, that the attack of Fouras was peceilary to the 
ſucceſs of the expedition, as it ſecured a ſafe com- 
munication with the Flcet, when the troops were 
landed, and therefore I then propoſed the lighten- 
ing a ſhip for that purpoſe. Burt after the ſur- 
render of the Iſle of Aix, a favourable conjuncture 
ſeeming to preſent itſelf for ſeizing on chat Fort, 
1 wrote Sir Edward Hawke the following letter. 


SIR, 


I congratulate you upon this Grſt attempt againſt 
the enemy ; the Fort having ſurrendered to the 
Magnanime and Barfleur, by the time the Neptune 
could well let go her anchor, and bring her broad- 
fide to pals 3 fo that the honour of the day is en- 
tirely owing to Captain Howe and Captain Graves; 
the number killed and wounded is very trifling, 
but you will receive the particulars as ſoon as I can 
get them. If you do not intend to come up this 
evening, if you will pleaſe to make my. ſignal, I 
will endeavour to come up to you, to receive your 
further commands; for I think we ſhould ſtrike 
while the Iron 1s hot. 


1 am. Se. 


During the paſſage, I fitted all the long- boats in 
the Flect with ſmall guns in their bows, got the 
carriages and cannon ready for Landing at a mo- 
ment's warning, and did every thing that was in 
my power to inſure the ſuccels of the expedition, 


inſo⸗ 


— 
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* inſomuch that it was never ſuggeſted, nor even 
whiſpered, that there was any backwardneſs in me. 
It was my ſtation to obey, I did not command. 

Let the reader lay theſe ſeveral Facts together 
which have been related, and notwithſtanding the 
pains that have been taken to make the public be- 
| Heve, that I greatly contributed to the failure of 
the Expedition, he will find, that I had, and could 
have no other ſhare in its execution, than in con- 
veying the orders I received from Sir Edward 
Hawke, and ſeeing them obey ed by the proper Of- _ 
ficers. Was the Caſe as it has been repreſented in 
theſe anonymous libels; was Vice-Admiral Knowles 
the cauſe of laying alide the attack on Fort F curas; 
the concluſion to be drawn from it muſt be, that 
the Commanders in Chief, and other members of 
the Council of War, were all determined by the 
Vice-Admiral, and had no judgment of their own 
whereon to found their opinion: It mult ſuppoſe 
Sir Edward Hawke to have laid down the Com- 
mand, and delegated it to Mr. Kzowles; it muſt 
ſuppoſe Mr. Knowles to have been guided by opt- 
nion, without any experiments; and it muſt, in 
the end, arraign the juſtice and wiſdom of the ad- 
miniſtration, for not bringing him to juſtice for ſuch 
a notorious breach of duty, and for their choice of 
Officers ſo unfit for ſuch a command. 

I ſaid at the Court- martial on Sir ohn Mordaunt, 
that if I knew of any cowardice or treachery in the 
execution of this enterprize, that I would declare 
it openly ; and J added, that J hoped, if any one 
could charge me with being goilty of either, that 
he would do it, in order that I might be brought- 
to juſtice, Theſe words, and many others which 
I ſpoke, and thought eſſential, are omitted 
in the printed proceedings of the Court: mar- 
tial, This was a declaration, however, which 
betrayed neither Guilt nor Fear; and I repeat it 


here 


| [ 30 ] 2 
here, to ſhew that I ought to be acquitted of both; 
or, as it is never too late to bring Criminals to ju- 
ſtice, that I ought to undergo a public trial, and 


if Guilty a publick condemnation. My Com- 


mander in Chief has never ſo much as accuſed me 
of neglect or breach of duty: and he is not only 
the propereſt judge of my behaviour, but the pro- 
per perſon, if he diſapproved it, to bring me to a 
trial to anſwer his accuſation. . 

Hard, indeed, is my fate, to ſtand exculpated 
in the opinion of my ſuperior officer, who ſaw my 
conduct, and under whoſe command I acted, and 
yet to be ſingled out as the only flag on that ex- 


pedition left unemployed in a time of war: And 


this after Forty one years conſtant and faithful 


Service in the Navy. i 


CHARLES KNOWLEsS. 
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